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ITEM 3 

SUBJECT 

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION APPROVING NON
REGULATORY AMENDMENTS TO ADMINISTRATIVELY UPDATE THE WATER 
QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION, CHAPTER 4 
“STRATEGIC PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION” AND CHAPTER 5 “PLANS AND 
POLICIES” BY INCORPORATING UPDATED INFORMATION AND TABLES 

DISCUSSION 

On June 13, 2019 the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Los Angeles 
Water Board) adopted Resolution No. R19006.  This nonregulatory amendment 
administratively updates the Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region 
(Basin Plan).  Los Angeles Water Board Resolution No. R19006 administratively 
updates Chapter 4 “Strategic Planning and Implementation” and Chapter 5 “Plans and 
Policies” by incorporating updated information and tables. 

Background 

The Water Quality Control Plan for the Los Angeles Region (Basin Plan) is the Los 
Angeles Water Board’s water quality control plan for the coastal watersheds of Los 
Angeles and Ventura Counties.  The Basin Plan contains (i) the region’s water quality 
standards, which consist of beneficial uses, water quality objectives to protect those 
uses, and an antidegradation policy, (ii) programs of implementation and other actions 
necessary to achieve water quality standards, and (iii) nonregulatory descriptions of 
environmental and land use characteristics of the region, including water quality 
conditions and related issues. 

The purpose of the proposed amendment is to administratively update Chapter 4 
“Strategic Planning and Implementation” and Chapter 5 “Plans and Policies” to provide 
a more current document for use by the Board, the regulated community, and other 
stakeholders. 

Update of Chapter 4 “Strategic Planning and Implementation” and Chapter 5 “Plans and 
Policies” 

Chapter 4 “Strategic Planning and Implementation” contains descriptions of all the Los 
Angeles Water Board’s programs.  These programs are the vehicle through which the 
goal of protecting, enhancing and restoring the quality of the region’s surface and 
ground water is accomplished and through which the region’s water quality standards 
are implemented and enforced. 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/bpa_details.php?id=136
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In 2016, Chapter 4 was updated, including the addition of a new section titled “Climate 
Change Considerations”, which described the Los Angeles Water Board’s activities to 
address climate change at the time.  The purpose of the proposed update is to add 
more current information to this section regarding climate change related activities 
initiated by the State, the State Water Board, and the Los Angeles Water Board.  
Specifically, the updated text introduces the State’s adaptation strategy, “Safeguarding 
California,” and the State Water Board’s “Comprehensive Response to Climate Change” 
resolution (State Water Board Resolution No. 2017-0012), and outlines the goals of the 
Los Angeles Water Board climate change strategy.  It also introduces the “Resolution to 
Prioritize Actions to Adapt to and Mitigate the Impacts of Climate Change on the Los 
Angeles Region’s Water Resources and Associated Beneficial Uses” adopted by the 
Board in May 2018 (Resolution No. R18-004), and Part 2 of the “Los Angeles Region 
Framework for Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation - Potential Regulatory 
Adaptation and Mitigation Measures”1 released in April 2019. 

Chapter 5 “Plans and Policies” summarizes significant statewide and regional plans, 
policies, resolutions, Basin Plan amendments, and total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) 
that direct the actions of the Los Angeles Water Board or guide the Los Angeles Water 
Board’s intent. 

The purpose of the proposed update to Chapter 5 is to add the climate change 
resolutions adopted by the State Water Board and the Los Angeles Water Board to the 
text and to update the significant plans, policies and resolutions that have been adopted 
by the State Water Board and the Los Angeles Water Board since 2014, when the latest 
update to Chapter 5 was adopted. 

Specifically, the proposed changes include: 
(i) Addition of a description of the State Water Board’s “Comprehensive Response to 

Climate Change” resolution (State Water Board Resolution No. 2017-0012),
(ii) Additions of descriptions of new and revised statewide water quality control plans, 

policies and significant resolutions adopted since September 2014;
(iii) Additions to Table 5-1: “Significant Regional Water Board Resolutions, excluding 

those that amended the Basin Plan” to reflect the adoption of Resolution  
No. R18-004, “A Resolution to Prioritize Actions to Adapt and Mitigate the Impacts 
of Climate Change on the Los Angeles Region’s Water Resources and Associated 
Beneficial Uses,” the adoption of the 2014-2016 and the 2017-2019 Triennial 
Review Selection of Basin Planning Projects (Resolution No. R15-011 and No. R18-
003), and the adoption of other significant Regional Water Board resolutions since 
September 2014, 

(iv) Additions to Table 5-2: “Regional Water Board Resolutions incorporating Basin Plan 
Updates and Amendments (not including TMDLs or amendments to incorporate 
groundwater basin salt and nutrient management measures)” to update the list of 
Basin Plan amendments and updates adopted by the Los Angeles Water Board, 

1https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/climate_change/ 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/resolutions/2017/rs2017_0012.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/docs/R18-004_RB_RSL.PDF
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/docs/R15-011_RB_RSL.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/docs/R18-003_RB_RSL.PDF
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/docs/R18-003_RB_RSL.PDF
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(v) Additions to Table 5-3: “TMDLs Applicable to Waterbodies within the Los Angeles 
Region” to update the list of TMDLs adopted by the Los Angeles Water Board, and 

(vi) The addition of a new table, Table 5-4, which lists Basin Plan amendments 
incorporating groundwater basin salt and nutrient management measures from 
stakeholder-led salt and nutrient management plans (SNMPs). 

These administrative updates to Chapter 4 and 5 of the Basin Plan are non-regulatory in 
nature and impose no new regulatory requirements.  These amendments do not involve 
changes to water quality standards or their implementation provisions.  The non-
substantive changes are intended solely to provide more current information. 

POLICY ISSUE 

Should the State Water Board approve the non-regulatory amendment to the Basin Plan 
to administratively update Chapters 4 and 5 and of the Water Quality Control Plan for 
the Los Angeles Region as adopted by Los Angeles Water Board Resolution  
No. R19-006? 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Los Angeles Water Board and State Water Board staff work associated with or resulting 
from this action will be addressed with existing and future budgeted resources.  

REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT 

Approval of Los Angeles Water Board Resolution No. R19-006 will amend and 
administratively update the Los Angeles Water Board’s Basin Plan.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

That the State Water Board: 

1. Approve the Basin Plan amendments adopted under Los Angeles Water 
Board Resolution No. R19-006. 

2. Authorize and direct the Executive Director or designee to submit the Basin 
Plan amendments adopted under Los Angeles Water Board Resolution  
No. R19-006 to the OAL for concurrence with their non-regulatory status. 
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